Accessing information by cell designation can be done in 4 ways although we are going to consider just two cases 

· Relative or relational addressing – what we have been doing in the first problem. One sets a relationship and that relationship continues through the copy process.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Assume a formula accessing a cell 2 cells to the left and 1 above
	

	
	
	
	Copy coninues relationship
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


· Absolute addressing – a cell is designated and always is accessed.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Assume a formula accessing a cell 2 cells to the left and 1 above
	

	
	
	
	Copy does not create relationship
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


How do we tell the system which we want. 

Relative: just the cell designation – i.e a1, c5, h6
Absolute:  Designate the cell using $ as prefix i.e $a$1, $c$5, $h$6

Here’s an example in using absolute addressing

Assume that we have to indicate a 1 if a value is above average, 0 if below. Calculate the average and use an if statement directed absolutely to the average for each item to determine 0 or 1. 

Below is an example:

	
	1
	0

	
	2
	0

	
	3
	0

	
	4
	1

	
	5
	1

	
	6
	1

	Average
	3.5
	


And here’s the coding

	
	1
	=IF(B1>$B$7,1,0)

	
	2
	=IF(B2>$B$7,1,0)

	
	3
	=IF(B3>$B$7,1,0)

	
	4
	=IF(B4>$B$7,1,0)

	
	5
	=IF(B5>$B$7,1,0)

	
	6
	=IF(B6>$B$7,1,0)

	Average
	=AVERAGE(B1:B6)
	


